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listings, of claims In the application 
Listing of claim* - 

1-28. (cancelled) 

29- (withdrawn) A data processing device, comprising- 

a) an input for receiving input signals containing data associated wth a 

iztz:l coup t to said input - said ~ r ' unit ~ * 

Si9na ' S d — « — n and device 

C a document ^analysis unit coupled to said redactor unit, said dccu ment 
ana.ysis un,t operative to generate an output signal on a basis ofTe 
document print information. 

CO a device analysis unit cou P ,ed to said redirector unit, said device analysis 
un, o perat(ve to determine g stgtus of ^ devjce na ys, s 

device .formation, n the status of the output device 
allocation data said device analysis unit being operative to- 
I. retrieve from the user the cost allocation data; 

"i. aft empt to validate the cost allocation data- 

iii- «f cos, allocat[on data fs va|jdatedi generate g contro( 

.nc.ud.ng the cost allocation data, said document analysis unit being 
response to said control signal for inserting the va.idatec cos 
allocation data Into the output signal; 
e) an output for releasing said output signal to the output device 
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30. 



31. 



32. 



33. 



« Patent 
Attorney Docket No. CU-2415 



da ' apraCe6S " 19 **» - ,n claim 29 . w( , 9re(n Mia 

,s a pnmjob fl,& 58,3 do ' !umsn, «* **■ "p—k- to 
X":r rt prtm — — •» - — - 

(withdraw, A data proofing device as defined ,„ claim 30. wh i( ein said 
device ^formation incudes an Iden^er „, the ou(put d9v , W0n 
document Is to be generated. 

(withdrawn, A data processing device as deiined in Calm 31. said 
aTa^r'?"* ' ndUdeS 8 ^ ~ d ~ ~- — ^ 

II s ; , t s,ruc,ure °" a ° f said idenmer ,o *■»■*" «- -uT 

information for the output dev/ce. 

r*™! * ^ P ™ 9 **» M de «™ d * «*» *• v*e.«n said 
device analysis unit Incudes a user infcrface perming lhe user to «„«er tn a 
cost allocation data. 



34. 



35. 



36. 



(withdrawn) A data processing device as defined in claim 33, where „ if the 
status information for the output device indicates that the output device 
requires cost allocation data, said device analysis unit is operative tc initiate 
the user interface for collecting the cost allocation data from the u**, sa |d 
dev,ce analysis unit operative to attempt to validate the collected cost 
allocation data. 

(withdrawn) A data processing device as defined In daim 34, wherein if the 
collected cost al.ocation data is validated, said device analysis Jn it Is 
operative to generate a first control signal including the cost al.ocation data. 

(withdrawn) A data processing device as defined in claim 34, wherein if the 
collected cost allocation data Is invalid, said device analysis unit Is operative 
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37. 



38. 



39. 



40. 



41. 



to generate a second centre, s.gnal, said document analysis unit responsive 
to sa,d second controi signal to discard said print job file. 

ITcITT A , data Pr0CeSS ' n9 d6V,Ce 38 d6fined in C ' aim 35 ' ^rein said 
document analyse unit is responsive to 6a ,d first controi signal for 

a) extracting from said first control signal the cost allocation data-' 

b) modifying said print job fc generated on a basis of the docunent print 
informal by insertjng ^ ^ ^ ^ P J 

predeterm.ned format into said print job fiie, said print job Winching the 
cost a.location data being released from said output to the output device. 

(w*hdrawn) A data processing device as defined in claim 33. wher,in ,f the 
status .formation for the output device indicates that the output device does 
not reqwre cost a.iocation data, said device anaiysis unit is ope-ative to 
generate a third controi signal, said document ana.ysis unit responsiv, to said 
third controi signal for releasing said print Job file generated on a basis of the 
document print information from said output without modification. 

(withdrawn) A data processing device as defined in claim 29. wherein :he cost 
allocation data includes a user identification number and a file number. 

(withdrawn) A data processing device as defined In claim 29. whe.ein the 
output device is a digital printer/copier device. 



(w.thdrawn) A method for validating and controlling the transmission of 
document print information from a document creation device to an output 
device on which costs are Incurred, said method comprising- 

a) receiving input signals from the document creating device conveying data 
associated with a document a user desires to generate on the output 
device; K 

b) extracting from the input signals document print Information and .Jevice 
information; 
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42. 



43. 



44. 



45. 



47. 
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c genera ing an output signal on a basis of the document pnnt infection- 
d) determine a status of the output dev.ce on a basis of ne device 

nformaton. ,f the status of the output device requires cost allocs ion data 
ret "evingfrom the user the cost allocation data; 

«• tempting to validate the cost allocation data- 

i«. if the cost a„ocation data is validated, modifying the output signal by 
'n^'ng the validated cost allocation data Into the output signal- 
e) releasing the output signal to the output device. ' 

(withdrawn) A method as defined in Cairn 41, wherein if the status of the 
cutpu device does not require cost a.locaHon data, said method ccmp Li^g 
ft. step of releasing the output signa, generated on a basis of the document 
pnnt rnformatton from the output without modification. 



(withdrawn) A method as defined In claim 42, wherein the output sic.nal is a 

I2«lt7 T method comprisin9 spoo,in9 the d <™ "** "™ 

extracted from the »nput signals into said print job file. 

(withdrawn) A method as defined in Cairn 41. wherein the cost al,ocation data 
includes a user identification number and a file number. 

(withdrawn) A method as defined in claim 41, wherein the output devce is a 

digital printer/copier device. 



46. (cancelled) 



(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system for controlling the usage 
of an output device, said disbursement tracking system comprising- 

a) an input for receiving Input signals conveying data associated -vith a 
document a user desires to print on the output device- 

b) ^processing unit coupled to said ln P ut r nid prnnnnrinj unit uuuuiive-te 
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0 extFaet^tcact^from said input signals document print Information 

and device Information; 

ID 9e«e f ate-o £rj eM!nc_a print job file including data contain* in said 

document print information; 
»') ^m ^etermlpinq .a status of the output device on a ba 3 |s of said 
dev.ce Information, said status including an indication of a cost 
allocation data requirement of the output device; 
*) P^e^pj^cessjoa.said print job file on a basis of the cost allocation 
data requirement of the output device, for ensuring that sale' print Job 
file is in condition for printing by the output device- 
c) an output cou pled to said processing unit for releasing said print ob file to 
the output device. 



48. 



49. 



(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 47 
wherein said status of the output device either-indicates either that tre output 
dev.ce requires cost allocation data for printing or that the output devce does 
not require cost allocation data for printing. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 48 
wherein: 

a) when said status of the output device indicates that the output devi » does 
not require cost allocation data for printing, said processing unit Is 
operative to send said print job file unmodified to the output device ,ia said 
output; 

b) when said status of. the output device indicates that the output device 
requires cost allocation data for printing, said processing unit is operative 
to: 

i) retrieve the cost allocation data from the user; 

il) submit the cost allocation data provided by the use- to a 

validation process; 
iii) if the cost allocation data provided by the user is valid. 
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50. 



51. 



52. 



53. 



modify said print job file by inserting the validated cost 
allocation data therein according to a precetermined 
format; 

send said modified print job file including the validated 
cost allocation data to the output device via said output 
iv) if the cost allocation data provided by the user is Invalf i, discard 
said print job file. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 47 
wherein said processing unit includes: 

a) a redirector unit coupled to said input for extracting said document print 

information and said device information from said input signals- 
fa) a document analysis unit operative to spool said document print 

information extracted from said input signals into said print Job file; and 
c) a device analysis unit operative to determine said status of th> output 

dev.ce on a basis of said device information extracted from s S ,id input 

signals. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 50 
where.n said device information includes an identifier of the output device on 
which the document is to be printed. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 51 
wherein said device analysis unit includes a machine readable storage 
medium holding a data structure, said data structure storing status intonation 
associated with a plurality of different output devices, said device analysis unit 
operative to consult said data structure on a basis of said idenlifier to 
determine said status of the respective output device. 

(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system as defined in 
dajm_§g. wherein said device analysis unit implements a user interfc.ee for 
exchanging data with the user. 
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54. (previously presented) a disbursement tracking system as defined ir, claim 53 
wherein if said status of the output device indicates that the output device' 
requ,ras cost allocation data for printing, said device analysis unit is operative 

to; 

a) initiate the user interface for collecting the cost allocation data from the 

user; 

b) submit the cost allocation data provided by the user to a /alldation 
process. 



55. 



56. 



57. 



58. 



(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in slaim 54 
wherein said validation process includes comparing at least a portion of the 
collected cost allocation data with reference data stored in a database . 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 55 
wherein said at least a portion of the collected cost allocation data Includes 
user identification information and client identification information. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 54, 
wherein if the collected cost allocation data is validated, said device analysis 
unit is operative to generate a first control signal Including the valida:ed cost 
allocation data. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined In cairn 57, 
wherein said document analysis unit is responsive to said first contrcl signal 
to: 

a) extract from said first control signal the validated cost allocation data; 

b) modify said print job file by Inserting the validated cost allocaticn data 
according to a predetermined format into said print job file; 

c) send said modified print job file including the validated cost allocaticn data 
to the output device via said output. 
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59. 



60. 



61. 



62. 



63. 



(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined ir claim 57 
wherem if the collected cost allocation data is invalid, said device analysis unit 
-s operative to generate a second control signal, said document analysis unit 
be.ng responsive to said second control signal to discard said print jcb file. 

(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system as defined in etel*^* 
£!a!m59. wherein if said status of the output device indicates that Me output 
dev.ce does not require cost allocation data, said device analyss unit is 
operative to generate a third control signal, said document analysis mit being 
responsive to said third contro! signal to send said print Job file unmodified to 
the output device via said output. 

(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system as defined in steim^? 
claimeo, wherein during either one of collecting the cost allocation data from 
the user and validating the cost allocation data provided by the u*er said 
device analysis unit may determine that the cost allocation data is temporarily 
unavailable, in which case said device analysis unit is operative to generate a 
fourth control signal, said document analysis unit being responsive to said 
fourth control signal to. await generation of said first control signal by said 
device analysis unit. 

(previously presented) A disbursement tracking system as defined in claim 47, 
wherein the output device is a digital printer/copier device. 

(currently amended) A computer readable storage medium containing a 
program element for execution by a computing apparatus to implement a 
disbursement tracking system for controlling the usage of an output Jevice, 
said disbursement tracking system including: 

a) an input for receiving input signals conveying data associated with a 
document a user desires to print on the output device; 

b) a processing unit coupled to said input^nid pror^ning unit upuullw lo 
for: 
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i) exfe^ -extractinq from said input signals document print 

information and device information; 
II) 9ef>erete -qensratinq ,_a print job file including data contained in 

said document print Information; 
»') detemtif^ termininq a status of the output device on a basis of 

said device information, said status including an indication of a 

cost allocation data requirement of the output device; 
iv) pfseess-pjacessing.said print job file on a basis of the cost 

allocation data requirement of the output device, for ensuring 

that said print job file is in condition for printing by tre output 

device; 

c) an output coupled to said processing unit for releasing said print j>b file to 
the output device. 

64. (currently amended) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 
63, wherein said status of the output device eithef-indicates fjthex.that the 
output device requires cost allocation data for printing or that the. output 
device does not require cost allocation data for printing. 

65. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 64, wherein: 

a) when said status of the output device indicates that the output devioe does 
not require cost allocation data for printing, said processing unit is 
operative to send said print job file unmodified to the output device via said 
output 

b) when said status of the output device indicates that the output device 
requires cost allocation data for printing, said processing unit Is operative 
to: 

i) retrieve the cost allocation data from the user; 

ii) submit the cost allocation data provided by the use- to a 
validation process; 

ill) if the cost allocation data provided by the user is valid: 
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66. 



67. 



68. 



69. 



modify said print job file by inserting the valicated cost 
allocation data therein according to a predetermined 
format: 

send said modified print job file including the validated 
cost allocation data to the output device via said output; 
iv) if the cost allocation data provided by the user Is invalid, discard 
said print job file. 

(previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as d 3 fined In 
claim 63, wherein said processing unit includes: 

a) a redirector unit coupled to said input for extracting said document print 
information and said device information from said input signals; 

b) a document analysis unit operative to spool said document print 
information extracted from said input signals into said print job file; and 

c) a device analysis unit operative to determine said status of th» output 
device on a basis of said device information extracted from ssid input 
signals. 

(previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 66, wherein said device information includes an identifier of th* output 
device on which the document is to be printed. 

(previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined In 
claim 67. wherein said device analysis unit includes a machine readable 
storage medium holding a data structure, said data structure storing status 
information associated with a plurality of different output devices, said device 
analysis unit operative to consult said data structure on a basis of said 
identifier to determine said status of the respective output device. 

(currently amended) A computer readable storage medium as defined in steim 
©Src!ataL66. wherein said device analysis unit implements a user interface for 
exchanging data with the user. 
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70. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 69, wherein if said status of the output device Indicates that tie output 
device requires cost allocation data for printing, said device analysis unit is 
operative to: 

a) initiate the user Interface for collecting the cost allocation data from the 
user; 

b) submit the cost allocation data provided by the user to a validation 

process. 

71. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
da.m 70. wherein said validation process includes comparing at feast a 
portion of the collected cost allocation data with reference data stared in a 
database. 

72. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 71. wherein said at least a portion of the collected cost allocaton data 
includes user identification information and client identification informal. 

73. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 70, wherein if the collected cost allocation data is validated, sale device 
analysis unit Is operative to generate a first control signal Includng the 
validated cost allocation data. 



74. 



in 



(previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as delined L 
claim 73, wherein said document analysis unit is responsive to ssid first 
control signal to: 

a) extract from said first control signal the validated cost allocation date ; 

b) modify said print job file by inserting the validated cost allocation data 
according to a predetermined format Into said print Job file; 

c) send said modified print job file Including the validated cost allocation data 
to the output device via said output. 



Page 13 of 25 



PAGE 15/28 ' RCVD AT 6/2112004 3:26:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/9 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:312 427 6663 ' DURATION (mm-ss):07-32 



06/21/2004 14:26 FAX 312 427 6663 



LAD AS & PARRY 



Application No. 09/736,899 

Reply to Advisory Action matted March 17, 2004 



Patent 

Attorney Docket 4o. CU-2415 



75. (previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
cla.m 73. wherein if the collected cost allocation data is invalid, said device 
analysis unit is operative to generate a second control signal, said document 
analyse unit being responsive to said second control signal to discard said 
print job file. 



76. 



77. 



78. 



79. 



(currently amended) A computer readable storage medium as definec in eteim 
*e-clajm_75. wherein if said status of the output device Indicates that the 
output device does not require cost allocation data, said device analysis unit 
is operative to generate a third control signal, said document analysis unit 
bemg responsive to said third control signal to send said print' job file 
unmodified to the output device via said output 

(currently amended) A computer readable storage medium as defined in elaim 
^!aim76. wherein during either one of collecting the cost allocation data 
from the user and validating the cost allocation data provided by the u Ssr said 
dev.ce analysis unit may determine that the cost allocation data is temporarily 
unavailable, in which case said device analysis unit is operative to generate a 
fourth control signal, said document analysis unit being responsive to said 
fourth control signal to await generation of said first control signal by said 
device analysis unit 

(previously presented) A computer readable storage medium as defined in 
claim 63. wherein the output device is a digital printer/copier device. 

(currently amended) A disbursement tracking system for controlling the usage 
of an output device, said disbursement tracking system comprising: 

a) input means for receiving input signals conveying data associated with a 
document a user desires to print on the output device; 

b) processing means coupled to said Input means^ni'ri procccsing^KKms 
o perative* to fo r: 
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0 esfras ^xtrectfng fr om said input signals document print 

information and device information; 
ii) geflefate ^qep^ratinq a print Job file Including data contained In 

said document print Information; 
«0 etetefmine-dsterminlng.a status of the output device on ;i basis of 

said device information, said status including an indication of a 

cost allocation data requirement of the output device; 
iv) fttoeesc-prqcessing said print job file on a basis of the cost 

allocation data requirement of the output device, for ensuring 

that said print job file is in condition for printing by the output 

device; 

c) output means coupled to said processing means for releasing said print 
job file to the output device. 

80. (previously presented) A method for controlling the usage of an outpu: device, 
said method comprising: 

a) receiving input signals conveying data associated with a document a user 
desires to print on the output device; 

b) extracting from said input signals document print information anc device 
information; 

c) generating a print job file including data contained in said document print 
information; 

d) determining a status of the output device on a basis of said device 
Information, said status including an indication of a cost allocation data 
requirement of the output device; 

e) processing said print Job file on a basis of the cost allocation data 
requirement of the output device, for ensuring that said print job file is in 
condition for printing by the output device; 

f) releasing said print Job file to the output device. 
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